ALEXANDRIA VISION
2015

Alexandria 2015 is a
Vibrant, ™ Diverse, ® Historic, ‘“ and Beautiful City™
with Unique Neighborhoods™ and Multiple
Urban Villages™ Where we take Pride in Our Great
Community. ¥




PRINCIPLE A: VIBRANT

MEANS:

1. Alexandria is an exciting place to live, to work and to visit.

2. The community actively participates in dialogues on issues.

3. People enjoy a variety of activities.

4. There is a synergy with our community.

5. The community is inviting to small businesses and entrepreneurs.

6. People come together to enjoy a variety of community events and festivals.
7. Alexandria is always looking to the future and for ways to get better.

8. The community takes actions and provides opportunities for a healthy life

style and living.



PRINCIPLE B: DIVERSE

MEANS:

1.

People welcome and encourage differences. Age, culture, religion, race,
lifestyle and abilities are respected.

The history and heritage of different cultures are celebrated.
Neighbors take care of neighbors.

People have a choice of housing opportunities for a variety of income and
age levels and for workers in Alexandria.

People want to and are able to continue to make Alexandria their home
throughout their lifetimes.

Alexandria is a friendly, respectful, open and inclusive community.
Alexandria strives to make our community affordable for all.

The Alexandria community works together to develop and provide an
effective "safety net" for our residents in need.



PRINCIPLE C: HISTORIC

MEANS:

1. We preserve and celebrate our historical roots and diverse heritage from the
18" Century to today.

2. We preserve our historic neighborhoods, homes, and other historic
buildings and other historic sites.

3. We maintain our distinctive architectural character and design.

4. We plan new developments so that they are compatible with historic
buildings and structures.

5. Residents understand and appreciate Alexandria's colonial roots.
6. Alexandria's history contributes to the local economy through tourism
development.



PRINCIPLE D: BEAUTIFUL

MEANS:

1. The Potomac River and Waterfront are attractive, accessible and usable.

2. Our environment — our water, our air, our land — 1s clean.

3. Open greenspaces and trees are located and well maintained throughout our
community.

4. Our streetscapes, public spaces and canopied streets are attractive and well
maintained.

5. Our entrances and gateways are welcoming and distinctive and you know

that you are in Alexandria.

6. The City has achieved a balance between open space and development.

7. Public art is in many places throughout the community.

8. Our new developments and new city infrastructure are environmentally
sensitive.



PRINCIPLE E: UNIQUE NEIGHBORHOODS

MEANS:

1. Neighborhoods have their own distinct character and feeling.

2. Residents and property owners take responsibility for, and have great pride
in, their neighborhood.

3. Neighborhoods are safe and secure.

4. Neighborhoods are protected from the impacts of non-residential traffic.

5. New development and redevelopment are integrated into the neighborhood.

6. Residents enjoy convenient access to walkways, trails and public transit.

7. The City maintains and regularly replaces quality public infrastructure.

8. Residents have easy access to neighborhoods, public and open spaces.



PRINCIPLE F: URBAN VILLAGES

MEANS:

l.

The City has a variety of mixed use developments that provide places to
live, work, shop and recreate.

Urban villages are integrated with nearby neighborhoods, maintaining
Alexandria's diverse character and charm.

The City retains our small-town "main street" feeling with community
gathering places.

People enjoy pedestrian-friendly designs and signs that allow them to walk
throughout the community while offering public places to rest.

Transit-oriented designs maximize the use of public transit.

Parks, trails and greenspaces are incorporated in the urban center and
coordinated with nearby neighborhoods.

Convenient retail shopping and restaurant opportunities are available
serving residents of the urban village and attracting others to come there.
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PRINCIPLE G: A GREAT COMMUNITY

MEANS:

l.

Community organizations, businesses, institutions and residents work
together contributing to a better Alexandria.

Residents of all ages have access to top quality education for life long
learning.

Members of the community have an opportunity to get involved, to have
constructive debates, to build the community, and to shape the future.

People feel safe and secure throughout the community.

Residents enjoy community events and cultural arts activities year round
within the community.

Residents care about each other.

Individuals with special needs are able to realize their potential and to live
in the community.

Alexandrians take pride in Alexandria.
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